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Welcome and Overview of Meeting Purpose
Dr. Gary Freed began the meeting after a quorum was established and indicated that the purpose of the meeting is to provide a forum for discussion of the Adolescent Working Group white paper. Emma English (National Vaccine Program Office, NVPO) noted that this is an official NVAC meeting that was announced in the Federal Register more than 15 days prior to the meeting and has been made open to the public.
Manuscript Presentation and Discussion
Dr. Freed indicated that the purpose and goal of the manuscript, “The Promise and Challenge of Adolescent Immunization,” is not to outline solutions to issues raised but simply to raise issues that NVAC thought to be important. The Adolescent Working Group has spent several months in the conduct of this endeavor, and the version made available is the 24th revision. As part of the process, the goal was to create a cogent document that would be short enough to be published as a stand-alone manuscript in a peer-reviewed journal. The current version incorporates much of the feedback to the Working Group, and during this meeting, Dr. Freed has been given ability to respond to and make changes from additional input.

Dr. Freed solicited additional input from NVAC members, and Dr. Gus Birkhead asked how the report would be used. Dr. Freed indicated that the NVAC Adolescent Working Group is already working on solutions and determining the major areas that need to be addressed in future work. It is the expectation of the Assistant Secretary of Health that after the Adolescent Working Group has achieved consensus concerning focus areas, the Working Group would then propose solutions.

As there were no additional comments from NVAC members, Dr. Freed sought public input. One comment was how the information in the report would be used and how the information in the document fits in with the 2007 Immunization Congress sponsored by the American Medical Association and American Academy of Pediatrics. Dr. Freed responded by reiterating that the manuscript is considered a problem statement and that the next step will be development of solutions by the Adolescent Working Group. He indicated that Dr. Jon Almquist and others involved with the Immunization Congress are certainly invited to participate as issues are raised.

As there were no further public comments, Dr. Freed moved to a discussion of the written comments received by the Working Group.

· Philip Hosbach at sanofipasteur provided two specific comments: (1) He acknowledged that the manuscript calls for development of communication materials but does not speak specifically to outreach providers, and (2) there was concern about the use of the word “hook” in the manuscript, which could lead to misleading interpretations. Dr. Freed indicated that the Working Group will speak specifically to outreach providers in the future as part of the solutions and proposed removal of the word “hook” and use of a less controversial term.

· Chris Caldwell, Director of Healthcare Regulatory Affairs of BIO, provided comments in four areas concerning the manuscript:

· Seasonal influenza vaccine is not included in the manuscript despite the fact that it will soon be recommended; Dr. Freed responded that since the recommendation is not currently in place, it was not the Working Group’s intent to include it at this time. This may be included in future work of the Adolescent Working Group once a recommendation has been issued.

· Mr. Caldwell also included a question about the information and wording concerning the epidemiologic basis for the meningococcal vaccine; Dr. Freed indicated that CDC consultants on the Working Group crafted the information, and the Working Group stands by the language developed in this area.

· Mr. Caldwell also proposed a solution to an issue raised in the manuscript that Dr. Freed indicated the Working Group would consider as it moves forward in the future.

· Finally, Mr. Caldwell commented on school mandates; Dr. Freed indicated that the purpose of the manuscript is not to provide recommendations concerning school mandates since that would be a solution, but rather to highlight the issue and policy considerations surrounding this topic and work on solutions in the future.
· Several Working Group members provided input concerning Mr. Caldwell’s comments. 
· Dr. Almquist stated that there is presently a recommendation about influenza if a family has young children; a discussion of seasonal influenza may not add much but could be there as a short paragraph. Dr. Freed responded that the Working Group’s intent was to focus on more broadly recommended vaccines specific to the adolescent age group and to call attention to vaccines that are relatively new and force consideration of particular issues regarding adolescent immunization.
· Dr. Ray Strikas commented that Mr. Caldwell also mentioned inclusion of hepatitis A and pneumococcal vaccines in addition to seasonal influenza in his written comments; Dr. Freed indicated that he would have the same response for hepatitis A and pneumococcal vaccines as for influenza.
· Dr. Calvin Johnson stated that he thought Mr. Caldwell’s comments also raised a broad topic with regard to seasonal influenza vaccine; there appeared to be a concern for issues surrounding recurrent versus single vaccine administration in adolescent populations and how to find solutions that get adolescents to return for future vaccination year after year. Dr. Freed indicated that the topic of individual series versus recurrent vaccination is a great point that needs to be a focus of discussion that should be looked at as an issue in the future.
· Mr. and Mrs. Sachau had also provided a written comment, and Dr. Freed indicated no response from the Working Group to this comment.
· Finally, Dr. Laura Riley asked for clarification of the wording in the categorization of gynecologist/obstetricians and gynecologist/obstetrician practices in the manuscript; Dr. Freed commented that the Adolescent Working Group would adopt this change.
Action item: As there were no additional comments, Dr. Freed moved for a vote to accept the manuscript as an official NVAC document. Including the four votes in absentia received in writing (Dr. Mary Beth Koslap-Petraco, Dr. Andrew Pavia, Dr. Riley, and Dr. Adele Young) and the vote for Dr. Alan Hinman who was not heard during the teleconference but conveyed his vote via e-mail immediately following the call, NVAC voted to accept the manuscript.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:45 p.m.
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