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Meeting Summary

Summary of NVAC Action ltems

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (HHS)/ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
HEALTH (ASH)-LED EFFORT ON SEASONAL INFLUENZA VACCINATION

e National Vaccine Program Office (NVPO) staff will provide the results of its
survey of Federal agencies’ current vaccine safety monitoring mechanisms for
review by NVAC members in advance of the next NVAC teleconference
(scheduled for August 25).

e The NVAC AIWG leadership will discuss at its next teleconference whether to
address the question of improving health care worker influenza vaccination,
including mandatory vaccination, and develop a white paper by spring 2011.

e At the September NVAC meeting, NVAC members will discuss the role the
Committee should play in assessing the implementation of the recommendation
for universal seasonal influenza vaccination in 2010-11.

HEPATITIS PREVENTION PANEL

e NVPO staff will provide the Hepatitis Prevention Panel’s draft report for review
by NVAC at the teleconference on August 25 if it is ready for public review.

NATIONAL OPINION RESEARCH CENTER (NORC) REPORT: EXAMINING FIRST-DOLLAR
INSURANCE COVERAGE

e NVAC members should send comments on the NORC report, Examining First-
Dollar Insurance Coverage, to NVPO by August 9.
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Introductory Remarks
Guthrie Birkhead, M.D., M.P.H, Chair, NVAC

Dr. Birkhead called the meeting to order and summarized the agenda. He noted that,
because new members have not yet been confirmed, some members whose terms have
expired continue to serve on the Committee.

H1N1 Vaccine Safety Risk Assessment Working Group (VSRAWG) Report
Marie McCormick, M.D., Sc.D.

The Working Group had no formal report for July but is reviewing the end-of-season
analyses from various sources to further examine the potential signals identified. The
Working Group plans to submit a draft final report for review by NVAC at the September
2010 NVAC meeting.

Overview of HHS/ASH-Led Effort on Seasonal Influenza Vaccination

Mark Grabowsky, Deputy Director, NVPO

Given the recommendations for universal influenza vaccination, HHS is focusing on
ensuring appropriate financing. Successful implementation of the universal influenza

vaccination recommendation can serve as the template for pandemic preparedness.
NVPO requests NVAC input on three areas specifically:

e Should future safety monitoring efforts be as intense as those used for the HIN1
vaccination effort (i.e., the VSRAWG approach)? Currently, HHS is surveying
Federal agencies to determine what safety monitoring mechanisms are in place.

e What is the best way to increase influenza vaccination coverage rates among
health care workers, including mandatory vaccination? HHS is seeking the full



e Asthis is the first year post-heath care reform and with the universal
recommendation for vaccination, there is interest in identifying remaining
barriers. The ASH would appreciate NVAC’s recommendations on the findings
in time for the 2011-12 effort.

Discussion

Dr. Birkhead pointed out that the VSRAWG put forth an extraordinary effort and that its
final report will inform the discussion about safety monitoring. He emphasized that the
H1N1 pandemic provided many lessons, particularly about the importance of
coordinating communication among Federal agencies. Dr. McCormick said some federal
agencies noted to the VSRAWG that now that they know what data they need and how
to get it (e.g., which diagnostic and treatment codes provide needed information),
maintaining or re-implementing safety monitoring would be more efficient and less
costly in the future.

Dr. McCormick felt that the VSRAWG was successful in identifying key information
from a wide range of sources and making useful comparisons. While it might not be
necessary to establish a committee that meets every other week, as the VSRAWG has, it
may be helpful to ensure that data are reviewed at regular intervals and more frequently
than after the end-of-season analyses are available. The VSRAWG modeled an effective
way of reporting safety information publicly and establishing a public review process.
The VSRAWSG also established mechanisms for agencies to talk with one another about
vaccine safety monitoring. Dr. McCormick said creating a group to review seasonal
influenza vaccine safety data need not be as complex as the VSRAWG effort. She said
the VSRAWG members needed to see data at about three different points to get a sense
of the trends they revealed. Dr. McCormick suggested that VSRAWG continue to meet
periodically and review safety monitoring data for about a year or until the NVAC
Vaccine Safety Working Group proposes a general oversight structure for monitoring.

Dr. McCormick added that the VSRAWG has been discussing the importance of
including sufficient numbers of people who represent key subgroups in safety monitoring
data, such as pregnant women, so that data provide information relevant to vulnerable
populations.

Action ltem

NVPO staff will provide the results of its survey of Federal agencies’ current
vaccine safety monitoring mechanisms for review by NVAC members in advance
of the next NVAC teleconference (scheduled for August 25).

Julie Morita, M.D., said it would be difficult for the AIWG to take on the question of
mandatory vaccination for health care workers and develop a white paper by spring 2011
(to inform the 2011-12 seasonal influenza vaccination effort). Dr. Birkhead pointed out
that the AIWG already includes experts and liaisons with the appropriate expertise, and



Mr. Grabowsky noted that NVVPO would provide resources to support rapid development
of recommendations on the issue.

Action Item

The NVAC AIWG leadership will discuss at its next teleconference whether to
address the question of improving health care worker influenza vaccination,
including mandatory vaccination, and develop a white paper by spring 2011.

Dr. Birkhead said NVAC members should discuss at the September meeting whether
assessment of the implementation of the recommendation for universal seasonal influenza
vaccination in 2010-11 should be addressed by the AIWG, a new NVAC working group,
or some other mechanism. Both adult and pediatric vaccination should be considered.

Action ltem

At the September NVAC meeting, NVAC members will discuss the role the
Committee should play in assessing the implementation of the recommendation
for universal seasonal influenza vaccination in 2010-11.

Hepatitis Prevention Panel
CAPT Raymond A. Strikas, M.D., NVPO

CAPT Strikas said the panel created five subgroups, each of which is developing a
portion of the panel’s overall action plan, which is due October 1. Leadership of the panel
and subgroups will meet in early August to develop a timeline for completing the whole
action plan, ideally by August 16, with the goal of HHS approval and clearance by
September 3. The draft may not be ready for public dissemination in time for the August
25 NVAC teleconference.

Action ltem

NVPO staff will provide the Hepatitis Prevention Panel’s draft report for review
by NVAC at the teleconference on August 25 if it is ready for public review.

NORC Report: Examining First-Dollar Insurance Coverage
CDR Angela Shen, NVPO

CDR Shen provided some context in which NVAC should consider the report, noting that
NVAC will not have another opportunity to comment on the report, because the contract
is ending. She described some of the methodology used and key findings. CDR Shen
stressed that 100-percent uptake of any vaccine is not a realistic parameter, as there have
always been some people who have full insurance coverage yet opt not to be vaccinated.
The authors of the report are considering removing from the cost calculations the
behavioral effects of cost-sharing for office visits; instead the behavioral effects of cost-
sharing would be discussed. CDR Shen summarized the three major conclusions of the
report:

e If all health insurance plans provided first-dollar coverage for all recommended
vaccines, vaccination rates would rise.



e The resulting increase in vaccine uptake would be minimal, as cost is not the only
barrier to vaccination.

e To increase vaccination rates substantially, especially for adults, other barriers
must be addressed.

Action ltem

NVAC members should send comments on the NORC Report, Examining First-
Dollar Insurance Coverage, to NVPO by August 9.

Public Comment
No public comments were offered at the meeting.

Summary/Wrap-Up/Next Steps
Guthrie Birkhead, M.D., M.P.H, Chair, NVAC

Dr. Birkhead thanked the speakers and participants. The next NVAC teleconference is
scheduled for August 25, and the next in-person meeting will take place September 14—
15. Dr. Birkhead adjourned the meeting at 1:52 p.m.
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