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The Pharmacy Benefits Management (PBM) Group at the VA Central Office recently alerted the field to the availability of influenza vaccine for the 2010-2011 flu season. The current contract allows for the purchase of high-dose vaccine. We have had a number of inquiries from the field asking why they should order high-dose vaccine given that it is more costly than standard seasonal vaccine and in light of the fact that ACIP “has not expressed a preference.”  In a recent communication with the field, we have asked facilities to consider allotting 5-15% of their total vaccine order to high-dose vaccine—given that it is approved by FDA and some older Veterans may ask for it.

On June 2-3, 2010 VA is holding a Summit meeting to discuss seasonal influenza with clinical leadership from across our system. Approximately 60 participants from occupational and employee health, infection control, infectious diseases, communications, pharmacy, ambulatory care, and public health will meet to discuss issues and strategies for increasing vaccination of Veterans and VA staff providers during the 2010-2011 influenza season. 
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