Background Information

Inter-Departmental Working Group for 

Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses

Global Polio Eradication

· Polio Eradication is anticipated by 2005.
· In 14 years since WHO launched the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, the number of cases has fallen by more than 99%.
· In 2000, the number of polio endemic countries was 20.  The number of polio endemic countries decreased to 10 in 2001 as a result of successful National Immunization Days, effective surveillance and strong political will.
· The ten countries can be divided into two categories: 

· Poliovirus "reservoirs" where transmission is particularly intense due to large dense populations, low routine immunization coverage, and poor sanitation. Countries in this category are India, Pakistan, The Democratic Republic of the Congo, Bangladesh, Nigeria, and Ethiopia. 

· Countries affected by conflict where implementation of immunization and surveillance activities is challenging due to destroyed infrastructure. Countries in this category are Afghanistan, Angola, The Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia and Sudan. All have started accelerated immunization activities.
· Polio will be only the second disease to be eradicated from the world.  (The first was smallpox, eradicated in 1977).
Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses

· Once polio is eradicated, the only sources of wild poliovirus will be in biomedical laboratories.

· Prevention of inadvertent transmission of polioviruses from the laboratory to a growing non-immune community is crucial.

· The first step toward laboratory containment of polioviruses is a national survey of all biomedical laboratories located in academic, federal government, hospital, industry, private, and state and local government facilities.  

· The purpose of the national survey is to: 

1. Alert laboratories to the impending eradication of polio

2. Encourage the disposition of all unneeded wild poliovirus materials

3. Establish a national inventory of laboratories retaining poliovirus infectious and potentially infectious materials.  

· The purpose of the national inventory is to maintain a current list of laboratories to be notified when polio is eradicated to implement biosafety requirements appropriate for the risk of working with those materials.

Poliovirus Laboratory Containment Preparedness Program (PLCP)

· In May 1999, the World Health Assembly reaffirmed the commitment of the World Health Organization (WHO) to eradicate polio and urged all member states to begin the process leading to laboratory containment of wild poliovirus.

· In November 2000, the Assistant Secretary for Health designated the National Vaccine Program Office (NVPO), HHS to serve as secretariat for the development of a strategy to implement the national survey and compile the national inventory.

· In June 2001, the Secretary for Health and Human Services, declared in a letter to the Regional Director of PAHO that:

The United States is fully committed to PAHO’s Executive Committee Resolution CE126.R4 urging Member States “to initiate activities related to the containment of any laboratory material that may harbor specimens of wild poliovirus.”  

· In October 2001, NVPO initiated the Poliovirus Laboratory Containment Preparedness Program  (PLCP) to develop the strategy for implementing the survey and compiling the inventory. (Proposed strategy is in participant package.)

Pilot Survey and National Survey
· The strategy for implementing the national survey and compiling the national inventory has five components: 

· Enlist full support and cooperation of Executive Departments, professional organizations, and accrediting agencies in the survey process

· Build the framework and database for survey of biomedical laboratories in the US 

· Implement the survey

· Compile the inventory

· Establish guidelines and mechanisms for US compliance with post global eradication containment requirements.

· Information used to compile the inventory will be gathered and maintained on the PLCP website. A summary of the inventory is submitted to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services in September 2003 for submission to the Regional Director, Pan-American Health Organization.

· Draft survey forms request laboratories to indicate whether they do or do not possess wild poliovirus infectious and/or potentially infectious materials. If such materials are present, respondents indicate the types of materials and estimated numbers retained. (Copies of the forms are found in the participant package).

· Respondents are encouraged to submit results electronically via an interactive web page.

· A pilot survey is scheduled to begin May 1, 2002.  The pilot survey ensures the survey forms gather the desired information while taking into consideration the diverse organizational structures of the institutions to be surveyed.

· A national survey of more than 15,000 biomedical laboratories is scheduled to begin October 1, 2002.

Role of Inter-Departmental Working Group

· The Working Group consists of representatives of each US Executive Department and Agency that oversees biomedical laboratories that may possess infectious or potentially infectious materials.

· Departments and Agencies are urged to participate in the pilot survey.  Departments/Agencies participating in the pilot survey will not need to participate in the national survey.
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