Talking Points

For Dr. Slater

Inter-Departmental Working Group for 

Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses

In the United States

· Welcome (list of attendees are attached)

· The US has been one of the major advocates of the WHO global initiative to eradicate polio.  Major progress has been made. Eradication is within reach, and international efforts are now turning to effective containment of poliovirus to prevent reintroduction from the laboratory to the polio free community.      

· In 1999, the US joined other members of the World Health Assembly reaffirming the commitment of the WHO to eradicate polio, and urging all member states to begin the process leading to laboratory containment of wild poliovirus 

· In June 2001, the Sec, HHS responded to a letter from the Regional Director, WHO Regional Office for the Americas stating that the US was fully committed to the Office’s Executive Committee Resolution CE126.R4 urging Member States “to initiate activities related to the containment of any laboratory material that may harbor specimens of wild poliovirus.”

· The proposed US strategy for achieving effective containment is provided in your participant package

· The first step toward laboratory containment of polioviruses is a national survey of all biomedical laboratories located in academic, federal government, hospital, industry, private, and state and local government facilities.  

The purpose of the survey is to: 

1. Alert laboratories to the impending eradication of polio

2. Encourage the disposition of all unneeded wild poliovirus materials 

3. Establish a national inventory of laboratories retaining poliovirus infectious and potentially infectious materials.  

The purpose of the inventory is to maintain a current list of laboratories in which wild poliovirus may be present. When polio is eradicated, laboratories on the national inventory will be notified to implement biosafety requirements appropriate for the risk of working with those materials.  

· Laboratory surveys and inventories are already underway in 122 countries.

· The presence of wild poliovirus in many US laboratories and its potential presence in clinical specimens collected for other purposes make the survey and inventory an unprecedented challenge in this country.

· Your help and the full cooperation of your Departments are essential to get the job done. 

· The purpose of this meeting is to explore with you the channels for surveying biomedical laboratories in your organization and the opportunities for identifying non-federal laboratories with which your organization may have influence.

· I have asked Dr. Dowdle to bring us up to date on polio eradication and global laboratory containment, describe the US strategy, and identify the important roles of other federal departments.

