F11. REDUCE VACCINE COST FOR PARENTS

To reduce vaccine cost as a barrier to vaccination, the U S.
Departnment of Health and Human Services will initiate the
Vaccines for Children program on Cctober 1, 1994. Thi s program
which is incorporated under section 1928 of the Social Security
Act, requires the Federal governnent to purchase vaccines from
manuf acturers and provide them at no cost to participating public
and private health care providers. In fiscal year 1995, these
activities will amunt to a total of over $400 mllion

The vaccines may be used for children aged 0-18 years who are
eligible for Medicaid, are w thout health insurance, or are
Anerican | ndian. Children with health insurance who are served

by federally qualified health centers also will be able to
receive free vaccines if their insurance does not cover

vacci nati on. States will be permtted to purchase additiona
vacci nes at reduced Federal contract prices for distribution to
all providers. Efforts at the national, state, and l|local |evels
will be initiated to include inmmunization benefits in all types

of health insurance policies. The action steps reflect the
advice of a wide range of public health groups, such as other
Federal agencies, private health care providers, state and |oca
heal th departnents, and others.

Currently, twelve states have universal vaccine distribution
syst ens. These systens provide free vaccines to all public and
private providers in the state. Because of the extensive,

addi tional vaccine resources provided to states by the Vaccines
for Children Program twelve additional states have indicated
their interest to devel op such universal distribution systens.

hj ective 1: | mpl enent the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program

Acti on Steps:

a. Devel op, inplenent, and maintain an automated system to
purchase and distribute vaccines to approved providers

b. Devel op, inplenment, and maintain a vaccine reporting
and accountability system

C. Provi de ongoi ng guidance to state and other agencies
which will help operate the program

d. Wrk with the Advisory Commttee on |munization

Practices to devel op schedul es and dosages, and
descri be vaccine contraindications as nandated by the
Vaccines for Children |egislation
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