HHS IGA/APHSA/NCAI Federal-State-Tribal Human Services Workgroup

Conference Call Summary

June 3, 2004 Call (2:00pm EST)

Opening:

Gena Tyner-Dawson (HHS IGA) called the conference call to order.  Gena asked Jan Collins (HHS CMS?), Kathryn Dyjak (APHSA), and Sarah Hicks (NCAI) to help prepare a summary of the call since HHS Emerging Leader Debi Nalwood (HHS IGA) was in training and unable to participate in the call.  Federal-State-Tribal Human Services Workgroup representatives on the call provided their names and their affiliation/name organization that they represented.  Kathryn Dyjak (APHSA) provided an update on state representatives to the Workgroup, noting that 4 had already been confirmed and that she was expecting to finalize state representation and share names with the Workgroup as soon as possible.   

None of the Workgroup members proposed any chances to the previous call summary from Friday, April 30th.  

Gena noted that on the last call, the Workgroup agreed to work informally rather than developing formal protocols.  She also stated that the Workgroup would begin their work by focusing on a particular issue area on which to hold a policy forum and expressed her desire for Workgroup members to participate in the future forums that were of interest to them.  

The Workgroup agreed to finalize the “Federal-State-Tribal Human Services Partnership Policy Issues” list.  Gena commented that the Workgroup could still be fluid and work on other issues, as they rose, if need be.  

Gena noted that in the previous call Workgroup members highlighted an opportunity to work on Tribal Child Support Enforcement since the final regulations were published on March 30, 2004; she also noted that Workgroup members had discussed some issues around Medicare.  In response to these comments, Gena invited Jay Adams (HHS OCSE) and Jan Collins (HHS CMS?) to make short presentations to Workgroup members on this call.                   

Opportunities for Policy Forums: 

Kathryn Dyjak (APHSA) thanked Jay Adams on behalf of APHSA and NCAI for OCSE’s participation in a state/tribal conference call to review and discuss the new regulations on May 3rd.  In particular, Kathryn praised OCSE Commissioner Sherri Heller for her participation and active engagement with states and tribes during the 90-minute conference call.  Kathryn also congratulated OCSE on establishing a state/tribal relations workgroup that has been specifically addressing state/tribal communication and coordination on child support issues.    

Jay Adams provided the Workgroup with a list of upcoming meetings that HHS OCSE was sponsoring, including a June 24-25th roll-out conference for the new tribal child support regulations.  Jay reviewed the meeting agenda with the group, emphasizing that OCSE was very much concerned about bettering relations between states and tribes and noting that the sole purpose of the state/tribal relations workgroup at OCSE was to do so.  

Jay invited any tribes who were seriously considering the administration of a tribal child support enforcement program to come to the National Tribal CSE Conference in Albuquerque on July 18th-21st.  He noted that this conference would be an opportunity for tribes to learn from past grantees and to work through, what have in some cases been, hostile relationships with states in order to better serve families and children.  Jay stated that there may be an opportunity to build from the Albuquerque meeting to craft a broader approach to state/tribal relations and broaden the current OCSE state/tribal relations workgroup (although this may be a longer-term goal because of some constraints due to contracts that have been signed with reference to a particular number of workgroup members/meeting participants).  Jay also invited state representatives to attend the CSE conference and various regulation roll-out sessions.  

Gena asked Workgroup members on the call whether they were planning to attend any of the upcoming OCSE sessions.  Hattie Walker (Bemidji Area) mentioned that she was sending a staff person to the June 24-25th roll-out session in Mystic Lake, MN.  APHSA and NCAI volunteered to send out the final OCSE session dates to all tribes and states.  Jay told anyone who needed more information to contact Neila (??) Adamson at the Native American Management Services (NAMS), the contracted planner, for the sessions at (866) 313-2955. 

Sarah Hicks (NCAI) asked whether it would make sense to think about developing a state/tribal policy forum in conjunction with the September 23rd-24th OCSE regulation roll-out session in Washington, D.C.  She noted that many tribal leaders and tribal members would be in town for the opening of the National Museum of the American Indian on September 22nd.  Jay concurred that it would be a good idea and that he was willing to add a day on to the session and help with extending the room block at the hotel in Bethesda, MD where the session would actually be held.  Some other Workgroup members questioned whether there would be so many activities going on at that time that it would be difficult for tribal leaders to participate in the session.  The group agreed to explore the opportunity of tagging a policy forum onto the September OCSE session.  Gena (HHS IGA), Jay (HHS OCSE), Kathryn (APHSA), and Sarah (NCAI) agreed to talk after this conference call to make plans to move forward in exploring options.

Gena introduced Jan Collins (HHS CMS?) and talked briefly about the Medicare Modernization Act.  She mentioned that HHS has an established CMS Technical Tribal Advisory Group (CMS TTAG) and has been working with that group on the Medicare Modernization Act (Drug Card) issue.  Gena asked the Workgroup whether this issue was cross-cutting and should be addressed by this Workgroup as well as by the CMS TTAG.  The sense of the Workgroup was that the CMS TTAG was the most appropriate place to address these issues but that HHS IGA could play a role in relaying information from the CMS TTAG to this Workgroup.  John Carney (California Area) did not want to suggest that this Workgroup play a large role in addressing the Drug Card issues, but he wanted to know how the issue would affect IHS programs that receive federal discounts on drugs.  Gena concurred that the Drug Card and Medicare Modernization Act would certainly affect IHS programs that receive federal discounts on drugs and suggested that John call a regional office contact, Mr. Paul Red Eagle, the Deputy IHS Director in California for more specific information.  

Na’unanikina’u Kamili’i (Papa Ola Lökahi, Native Hawaiian Health) followed up by asking how this Workgroup would be informed about the CMS TTAG work.  She noted that this Workgroup was a higher-level group (convened by IGA with the OS).  Na’unanikina’u Kamili’i also asked  how outreach would be conducted with states on this issue since there is no IHS facility in Hawaii.  Jan Collins (HHS CMS?)  agreed to work with the HHS Region IX office and help facilitate the flow of information to the Native Hawaiian Health group.  Na’unanikina’u Kamili’i stated that sometimes regional issues must be elevated to a higher level (the national workgroup), especially when treaty rights are involved.  Gena concurred and volunteered IGA to serve outreach and information dissemination functions on this issue.  

Gena noted that the Workgroup had been on the call for almost an hour and asked for other current ideas for policy forums.  Hearing no recommendations, Gena suggested that the core project staff group work  toward identifying other opportunities for the group to respond to while moving forward with planning for the Child Support Enforcement forum.    It was agreed that the core project staff would work with Jay Adams (HHS OCSE) and use feedback from earlier OCSE roll-out sessions and the National Tribal OCSE Conference to plan a September meeting.  

Next Call: 

The Workgroup agreed to hold the next conference call sometime after the June 24-25th OCSE roll-out session in Mystic Lake, MN, preferably between the last week of June and the 2nd week of July.  Gena volunteered to send out some potential conference call dates for Workgroup members to choose from.  Jana Turvey (Alaska Area) asked that the “Federal-State-Tribal Human Service Partnership” overview, which had been sent to Workgroup members in draft form before the first conference call, be placed on the next conference call agenda as an item for discussion.                                        
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