REGINA B. SCHOFIELD

REMARKS FOR THE

NORTHWEST PORTLAND AREA INDIAN HEALTH BOARD QUARTERLY MEETING

JANUARY 16, 2003

AUBURN, WASHINGTON


THANK YOU CHAIRMAN DAVIS-WHEELER (JULIA) FOR YOUR KIND INTRODUCTION.  ON BEHALF OF SECRETARY TOMMY THOMPSON AND DEPUTY SECRETARY CLAUDE ALLEN, OUR SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU ON THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NORTHWEST PORTLAND AREA INDIAN HEALTH BOARD.

THIRTY YEARS IS A LONG TIME, AND WE CAN ALL REFLECT ON THE MANY ADVANCES YOUR HEALTH BOARD HAS MADE FOR THE BENEFIT OF NATIVE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

UNDER JULIA’S LEADERSHIP, YOU HAVE ENJOYED SUCCESSES AND I’M SURE YOU WILL ENJOY MANY MORE.  I MET JULIA A FEW MONTHS AGO IN SAN DIEGO, AND AGAIN IN DECEMBER WHEN TRIBAL LEADERS MET WITH THE DEPARTMENT TO DISCUSS THE CMS-OPPS RULE.  JULIA CERTAINLY DISPLAYED HER ABILITIES AS AN EFFECTIVE LEADER FOR THIS HEALTH BOARD AND THE NATIONAL INDIAN HEALTH BOARD.

HHS ENJOYS A NORTHWEST PORTLAND AREA HEALTH BOARD CELEBRITY AMONG ITS LEADERSHIP RANKS AS WELL.  WE ARE PLEASED THE FORMER HEALTH BOARD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IS NOW A SENIOR MEMBER OF THE IHS LEADERSHIP, MS. DONI WILDER, PORTLAND AREA DIRECTOR.

OF COURSE, AN OUTSTANDING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR THAT STEPPED INTO DONI’S SHOES, MR. ED FOX, ABLY SERVES YOU TODAY.  ED, I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR SPENDING YOUR WEEKEND TIME TO PROVIDE TRIBAL POLICY SUPPORT TO DEPUTY SECRETARY CLAUDE ALLEN WHEN HE VISITED WASHINGTON STATE LAST AUGUST.

GOOD MORNING TRIBAL LEADERS, TRIBAL STAFF, AND HHS COLLEAGUES.  IT IS AN HONOR TO BE HERE.  I APPRECIATE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE INFORMATION REGARDING HHS AND TO INTRODUCE MYSELF.

I AM FROM THE GRACIOUS STATE OF MISSISSIPPI.  MY HOMETOWN IS BUDE, MISSISSIPPI WHICH IS IN THE SOUTHWEST PART OF THE STATE NEAR NATCHEZ.

 I’M LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING AS MANY OF YOU AS I CAN AND TO WORKING WITH YOU AS OUR HHS INTERGOVERNMENTAL PARTNERS.

I AM MARRIED AND STEVE AND I HAVE ONE CHILD NAMED “SAMMY”.

I RECEIVED MY BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRAITON FROM MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE, AND MY M.B.A. FROM JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY.

I WAS THE MANAGER OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS AT THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE, WHERE I WORKED ON A BROAD RANGE OF LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY ISSUES AFFECTING THE POSTAL SERVICE, AND IMPLEMENTED STRATEGIES INVOLVING CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITY.

PREVIOUSLY, I WAS MANAGER OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AT THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SHOPPING CENTERS WHERE I FOLLOWED THE CLEAN WATER ACT REAUTHORIZATION, ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT REFORM, SUPERFUND, PROPERTY RIGHTS, AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND UTILITY DEREGULATION.

ON OCTOBER 11TH, I WAS APPOINTED AS THE IGA DIRECTOR  I ALSO CONTINUE TO SERVE AS THE HHS WHITE HOUSE LIAISON.  I WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE AS THE WHITE HOUSE LIAISON AND THE IGA DIRECTOR FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE.

AT HHS, WE WANT TRIBAL LEADERS TO KNOW WE RECOGNIZE YOUR GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY.  WE WORK WITH TRIBAL LEADERS ON THE SAME LEVEL THAT WE WORK WITH GOVERNORS, MAYORS, COUNTY OFFICERS, AND OTHER STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS.

I HAVE A GOOD EXAMPLE IN MY HOME STATE OF MISSISSIPPI WHICH ENJOYS EXCELLENT INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS WITH A TRIBAL GOVERNMENT.

IT IS THE ANCESTRAL HOME OF THE CHOCTAW NATION AND THE SUCCESS OF THE MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS IS WELL KNOWN; NOT ONLY IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITY, BUT ALSO THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS THEY MAKE TO THE STATE AND REGION.  THEIR HOME IS LOCATED ABOUT 2 HOURS FROM WHERE I WAS RAISED.

I AM INFORMED THAT TRIBAL LEADERS ACTIVELY WORK ON THEIR STATE RELATIONS HERE AS WELL, HAVING RECENTLY MET WITH THE GOVERNOR ON A NUMBER OF ISSUES OF MUTUAL CONCERN.

I PLAN TO MEET WITH TRIBAL LEADERSHIP OFTEN WHEN YOU’RE IN WASHINGTON, DC AND WHEN I’M IN THE FIELD AS WELL.  

AS WITH SECRETARY THOMPSON AND DEPUTY SECRETARY CLAUDE ALLEN, I TOO, WISH TO MEET WITH YOU AND HEAR DIRECTLY YOUR ISSUES AND CONCERNS REGARDING HHS HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.

YOUR MEETING FOCUSES ON CANCER, A LEADING KILLER OF AMERICAN INDIANS AND ALASKA NATIVES.  THE HEALTH BOARD HAS ACCOMPLISHED MUCH THROUGH ITS NORTHWEST TRIBAL CANCER CONTROL PROJECT.

THE PRESIDENT CONSIDERS THIS AN IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR AMERICAN CITIZENS, AS DOES THE SECRETARY, THE DEPUTY SECRETARY AND DR. GRIM.

I AM AWARE OF YOUR TOP HEALTH PRIOITIES WITH THIS CANCER PROJECT AND OTHERS SUCH AS “PROJECT RED TALON” TO ADDRESS HIV/STD, AND THE SIGNIFICANT WORK YOU PERFORM TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL SUPPORT AND TO TRACK THE INDIAN HEALTH CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT REAUTHORIZATION PROCESS.

CLEARLY, THE NORTHWEST PORTLAND AREA INDIAN HEALTH BOARD IS A LEADER IN THE HEALTH CARE OF NATIVE AMERICANS, NOT ONLY WITHIN THE REGION, BUT NATIONALLY.

AS AN OFFICE THAT FOCUSES ON THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL ASPECTS OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, HERE ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR ACTIVITIES WE ARE WORKING ON IN IGA TO ADDRESS NATIVE AMERICAN ISSUES:

ON NOVEMBER 21, 2002 WE HELD OUR LONG-AWAITED INTRADEPARTMENTAL COUNCIL ON NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS.  THE CHARGE TO THE COUNCIL INCLUDED:

· CREATING A CONSISTENT BASE FOR HHS-WIDE CONSULTATION (ELIMINATING INCONSISTENCIES, AN ENHANCING CURRENT POLICY))

· HEALTH DISPARITIES

· DIABETES PRVENTION

· RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS AND

· IMPROVING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

THESE ARE BROAD BASED GOALS OF THE COUNCIL AND YOU WILL PROBABLY RECOGNIZE SEVERAL OF THEM AS THE PRIORITIES YOU IDENTIFIED WHEN THE SECRETARY’S OFFICE LAST FORMALLY CONSULTED WITH TRIBAL LEADERS ON THESE MATTERS IN 1999.


ONE OF THE EFFORTS YOU WILL SOON BE HEARING MORE ABOUT IS IGA’S PROJECT TO COORDINATE TRIBAL CONSULTATION SESSIONS IN THE FIELD WITHIN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS.

CONTINGENT ON THE OUTCOMES OF THE FY 2003 BUDGET/CONTINUING RESOLUTION STATUS, IGA WILL BE WORKING WITH OUR 10 REGIONAL DIRECTORS TO HOST THESE SESSIONS.

REGIONAL CONSULTATION SESSIONS HAVE NOT BEEN HELD FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS AND IT IS TIME TO FORMALLY CONSULT WITH OUR NATIVE AMERICAN PARTNERS AGAIN.

WE ALSO WANT TO WORK CLOSELY WITH TRIBAL LEADERS AND COORDINATE OUR EFFORTS WITH DR. GRIM AND THE IHS AREA DIRECTORS.


WE WELCOME YOUR THOUGHTS AND IDEAS ON HOW WE CAN STRUCTURE THE PROPOSED 1-DAY SESSIONS TO BEST MEET YOUR CONSULTATION NEEDS.


I DO ASK THAT WE HOST THE 10 CONSULTATION SESSIONS AT THE 10 REGIONAL OFFICES.  MANY OF HHS’ REGIONAL STAFF NEED TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHO YOU ARE, YOUR PRIORITIES AND CONCERNS, AND HOW WE CAN ADDRESS THEM TOGETHER.  WE ALSO WANT YOU TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR REGIONAL OFFICES.  THEY ARE THERE TO SERVE YOU.


THE ANNUAL TRIBAL BUDGET CONSULTATION SESSION IS ALSO JUST AROUND THE CORNER.  WE WILL BE PLANNING WITH TRIBAL LEADERSHIP, THE DAY’S AGENDA FOR THIS MEETING THAT OCCURS EACH YEAR AT OUR HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, DC.

MY OFFICE WILL BE COORDINATING THE SESSION WITH NATIONAL TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS, YOUR HEALTH BOARD LEADERSHIP, TRIBAL LEADERS AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR BUDGET, TECHNOLOGY AND FINANCE.

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU FOR THE 5TH ANNUAL TRIBAL BUDGET CONSULTATION SESSION—THIS YEAR WE WILL SOLICIT YOUR PRIORITIES ON THE FISCAL YEAR 2005 BUDGET REQUEST.

ON JANUARY 29, 2003, HHS WILL CONDUCT ITS INAUGURAL BROADCAST OF THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES’ SATELLITE NETWORK TO INDIAN COUNTRY.  BEGINNING AT 2:00 PM, EASTERN TIME, CMS WILL REACH OUT TO INDIAN HEALTH AND TRIBAL HEALTH FACILITIES IN 24 STATES USING A PRIVATE DIGITAL SATELLITE NETWORK.  THE NETWORK WILL LINK 57 FACILITIES TO EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTS FROM CMS AND IHS.

FOR THE FIRST TIME, IT WOULD PUT OUR NATIONAL PROVIDER EDUCATION BROADCASTS WITHIN REACH OF AMERICAN INDIANS, ALASKA NATIVES AND THEIR RURAL NEIGHBORS.  THE NETWORK WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR USE BY IHS AND OTHER COMPONENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT.

THE LIVE BROADCAST WILL BEGIN WITH REMARKS FROM SECRETARY TOMMY THOMPSON, CMS ADMINSTRATOR TOM SCULLY AND DR. CHARLES GRIM.  THERE WILL ALSO BE A PANEL OF CMS, IHS AND OTHER EXPERTS TO DISCUSS MEDICARE STRATEGY FOR SERVING RURAL FACILITIES WITH A SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON MEETING THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF TRIBAL AND IHS PROVIDERS.  DURING THIS PORTION OF THE BROADCAST, VIEWERS WILL BE ABLE TO POSE QUESTIONS VIA A TOLL FREE LINE TO PANELISTS.  THE PORTLAND AREA OFFICE IS ONE OF THE IDENTIFIED SITES.  I HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US ON THIS IMPORTANT DATE.

THIS CONCLUDES MY REMARKS.  PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTINUE TO CALL ON THE OFFICE OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS.  OUR DOORS ARE ALWAYS OPEN.

AGAIN, THANK YOU, JULIA, BOARD MEMBERS, TRIBAL LEADERS, AND TRIBAL STAFF FOR INVITING ME TO SHARE IN YOUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY.

THANK YOU.
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