Ethics Consultations as Part of IRB Review
The responsibility for the ethical review of human subjects research has classically been the domain of the IRB; however, partly in response to criticism that IRBs focus largely on regulatory compliance with little time for rigorous ethical review, some academic institutions have developed a separate process for ethics consultation services (ECS). While some greet this development with approval and feel the IRB and ECS can act synergistically, others feel the development of ECS erodes the appropriate authority of the IRB, creates conflicts in terms of allegiance and confidentiality, and helps ensure that the IRB plays only a regulatory role. This panel will discuss the nexus between ethics review and IRB review, and whether the ECS model is a positive step for human subjects protections overall. 
