Charge: Enhancing Informed Consent

Lengthy informed consent documents have become legion, but don’t necessarily serve to enhance communication of the process, procedures, timelines and risks of human subjects research. How can informed consent be improved? It is often suggested that the use of executive summaries and pre-consent education would be valuable to potential participants, while mid-study “checks” would improve understanding of participating subjects.  Is there any data to suggest these added processes actually improve subject understanding? What is or should be best practice? Finally, the role of follow up, the process and impact of end-of-study communications to research participants, the community and the public has not been sufficiently explored. Would sharing results at the end of study impact research participant understanding, community engagement, and public trust? This panel will discuss the various tools and mechanisms that can be used to augment the form, understanding and substance of informed consent.

