














monitor. Through a collaborative effort with the British Library, the National Library of Medicine 
became the first United States Website on which books were made available using this format.  

This example involves the use of advanced 3-D computer generated imagery, digital image 
enhancement, animation, illumination models, and software programming to simulate the act of 
easily flipping through virtual books. In addition, TTP provides extra information about the authors 
of the books and the subject matter in the form of curators' notes, captions, and “tales”. 
Unfortunately, creating accessible content for TTP images using conventional 508 standards is 
not feasible. 

 
 
 
Example: Historic Handwritten Laboratory Notes and Related Laboratory Historical 
Materials. For educational and research purposes some HHS libraries provide scanned versions 
of historical materials found in the archival manuscript collections of pioneering biomedical 
scientists.  The materials include: 

• One-of-a-kind handwritten correspondence 
• Diaries 
• Laboratory notebooks 
• Carbon copies and photocopies 
• Audio clips, and 
• Video clips   

 
Typically, archivists make the digitized versions of these items accessible by providing a detailed 
metadata record with extensive information describing each digitized item. The metadata records 
are available in accessible HTML format on the Website and link directly to the digitized item 
(usually a portable document format (PDF) file.)  Through the use of detailed metadata records, 
information about these historical archival materials is accessible to people with disabilities in a 
way that the original materials alone cannot be accessible.  When feasible, text-based historical 
archival materials should be processed through optical character recognition (OCR) technology to 
make the content accessible to screen readers.  For digitized items that are not suitable for 
optical character recognition, such as handwritten items or faded/smeared prints, staff should 
create transcripts as time and resources permit.  A couple examples are below.  
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